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Bentham, But it was quite another when a spirited
Opposition found itself debarred from office by the rigid
terms of some immovable enactment, In such circum-
stances there is very little to be done except to seize the
Post Office, arrest the President, shoot a few troublesome
policemen, censor telegrams, and tell the world that there
has been a change of Government. For such slight irre-
gularities are rendered almost inevitable by the attempt to
confine high spirits within the narrow limits of a written
constitution, Besides, the evident reluctance of most local
politicians to leave office in the absence of compulsion seems
to render some form of pressure almost indispensable. The
same emotion, which is not unknown to the same breasts in
other countries, is more rigorously controlled elsewhere;
for we know that we can change our masters by a simple act
on polling-day. But if one felt that the Prime Minister was
irremovable except by force, who can say how many
unexpected customers the gunsmiths would get ? That is
one particular in which the Old World can still teach a
modest lesson to the New,
Yet there is often more display than malice in the apparent
violence, since the customary insurrection, followed by the
usual march on the capital, aeroplanes dropping mani-
festoes, and troops fraternising with the mob, may be the
only means of demonstrating that the winning side possesses
a majority. I do not minimise the gravity and incon-
venience of the method; but there is sometimes an atmos-
phere about the better kind of revolution that almost
suggests a sporting fixture, Did not a friend of mine in
Buenos Aires once begin an anecdote with the immortal
opening; " As we were driving to the revolution,.." ?